
From Newport News HIgh School Beacon Annual
Class of June 1922:

Walter Gray Walker
"Mike"

" He would not flatter Neptune for his trident." 

Still water runs deep and Walter believes in
silence unless there is real use in talking. He is
one of the old reliables of the June '22 class. He
doesn't spread himself, but when it comes down
to working he's right there. And he studies too
and has distinctions to show for his
studying. Walter is a little bit bashful but he likes
the girls if they don't bother him too much. He
wouldn't utter one word of flattery for all the
sweet feminine smiles in the world. But maybe
that make his rare compliments all the more to
be desired. You never can tell!

Walt Walker, Sr. was born in 1905 soon after
his Scottish immigrant parents moved from PA to
Newport News.. He was licensed at about age 14,
receiving call letters W3AFJ. Later he received
W3AHW, W3AKN, and finally W4AKN.

Walt was an Aeronautical Engineer at early
NACA (now NASA). He died at age 83 in August
1988.

Walt was active in amateur radio all his life.
HIs son, Walt, Jr. was licensed as W4NRO.

In the early 1930s Walt, Sr. and Griff Williams
founded the Peninsula Amateur Radio Club
(PARC). Walt persuaded the FCC to allow PARC
to assume Griff's call letters, W4MT.

From Newport News HIgh School Beacon Annual
Class of June 1924:

Thomas Griffin Williams

"And this he bore without abuse, the grand old 
name of gentleman.“

Griffin is a newcomer among us, having been 
with us during our senior year, but it didn't take 
him long to catch the "Old High Spirit." He hails 
from Newberry, South Carolina and brings with 
him the traits of a true Southern gentleman. We 
are glad to have had you with us, Griffin, even 
though you left your heart in Carolina.

Thomas "Griff" Williams was born in Newbury,
SC on August 1, 1905. He moved with his family
to Newport News, VA in about 1923. He died
Jan. 7, 1967.

Griff was employed at Newport News
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co. He rose to be
head of the Hull Design Department.

He was a very social person and helped many
youngsters who were interested in amateur
radio.

Griff and Walter G. Walker were co-founders of
the Peninsula Amateur Radio Club (PARC). PARC
has inherited Griff's radio call letters, W4MT.
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